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Cossak 20-stamp mill ore crusher, reconstructed and
enthroned on the museum grounds after a grueling salvage project and a years-long restoration project undertaken by a dedicated cadre of volunteers, is a true vestige
of bygone days and a magnificent piece of mining history.
Its salvage and restoration serves as an important testament to the efforts of many people over a span of 25 years.
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Call to Schedule your Guided Group Tour

SUPERSTITION MOUNTAIN MUSEUM
4087 North Apache Trail
Apache Junction, AZ 85119
(480) 983-4888
superstitionmountainmuseum.org

Superstition Mountain Lost
Dutchman Museum’s

20-STAMP ORE MILL

The Only 20-Stamp Mill in AZ
with an Operable Bank of Stamps

An ore stamp mill is a large mechanical device used to
crush ore (the host material) that contains precious metals. It uses heavy metal stamps to pound and break apart
the rock, pulverizing it so that the valuable metals can be
extracted for further refining.
The very basic design of a stamp mill has been used for
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the precious metals.
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RR G - scale Model train Exhibit

This exhibit displays the key role that the introduction
of the railroad to Arizona, during the period 1875 to
1930, played in the rapid growth of not only Arizona, but
the entire American West. The coming of the railroad
to Arizona enabled the transport of key Arizona exports
(including cattle, cotton, citrus and ore products). In
addition, tourists and settlers were able to travel to
Arizona to enjoy the climate.

2. SOUTHERN ARIZONA – TUBAC AND TUCSON

As you view the exhibit, you can see many of the wonders
of Arizona before you in miniature. Native Americans
were the first settlers in the area, then came the Spanish
establishing missions in the Tubac and Tucson areas.
Prospectors and explorers followed. With the coming of
the railroad, mines, ranches and towns sprang up along
the railroad track.

Roosevelt Dam was the first dam on the Salt River that
controlled water flow into the Greater Phoenix area. The
dam is 357 feet (109 m) high and forms Theodore Roosevelt
Lake as it impounds the Salt River. Originally built between
1905 and 1911, the dam was renovated and expanded in
1989-1996. The famous Apache Trail was built during this
period to enable the dam’s construction.

There are seven (7) numbered sections as follows:

1. NATIVE AMERICAN SETTLEMENT – circa 1500.
Likely a Pima village. The Pima are related to the Tohono
O’odham people. They are probably descendants of the
ancient Hohokam Indians. The Pima are American Indians
who live along the Gila and Salt rivers in southern Arizona.
They call themselves the Akimel O’odham, meaning “river
people.”

– circa 1690. Jesuit missionary Father Eusebio Francisco
Kino was one of the early Spanish explorers of the deserts
of the American Southwest. He founded many missions in
northern Mexico, Arizona and California including Tucson.
He was also the discoverer of Casa Grande, now site of the
Casa Grande Ruins National Monument.

3. ROOSEVELT DAM – circa 1905 to 1911. Theodore

4. GOLD MINE – circa 1860. Two major finds occurred
in 1859 and 1862 in the Yuma area near the confluence of
the Gila and Colorado Rivers. A large number of smaller
claims were made throughout Arizona, many in creek beds
that were individually worked. Some remain active until
this day. Most gold produced today is a by-product of
copper mining. If the legendary Lost Dutchman Mine here
in the Superstition Mountains does exist, it is still waiting
to be rediscovered today.

5. SILVER MINE – circa 1858. There were four major
areas of silver production, the largest being the Silver King
Mine near Superior, approximately 36 miles from our
location. The richest silver mine in Arizona, it produced
an estimated $42 million worth of silver ore between 1875
and 1900. As with gold, most silver produced today is a byproduct of copper mining.

6. CATTLE RANCH – circa 1865. Cattle and other
livestock came to Arizona over 300 years ago with arrival
of the Spanish Missions. After the Civil War, overgrazed
pastures in Texas led ranchers to the Arizona Territory and
began the state’s cattle boom. By the 1890s, about 1.5
million cattle roamed in Arizona. Cattle ranching remains
a major part of the Arizona economy as one of the 5 Cs
(copper, cattle, cotton, citrus, and climate).
7. FRONTIER TOWN – circa 1864 and forward. T The
town in the exhibit is representative of towns in the early
1900s. In 1864, Prescott was designated as the capital
of the Arizona Territory, replacing the temporary capital
at Fort Whipple (Army Post near Prescott). At that time
Tucson was deemed ineligible as they were supporting
the Confederacy in the Civil War. After the Civil War, the
Territorial Capital was moved to Tucson in 1867. Prescott
again became the Territorial Capital in 1877. Finally, in
1889, Phoenix became the territorial capital and, and in
1912, the state capital.

